REGILDING THE CRESCENT
end was near, and it is not a little to their credit
that they respected the lives and property of
Europeans, and took every precaution to keep
the Kurd hamak and other ruffians from loot.
This was particularly praiseworthy on their part,
as not only were their officers either dead or in
hiding, but they had nothing to lose, and some-
thing perhaps to gain, if they could have em-
broiled their country with the Powers.
Many of them have since had leisure to reflect
on the error of their ways in exile. If all reports
are true, they have not been treated particularly
well. I heard from a private source that, -in
August (1909), the Vizier received a disquieting
letter from the father of one. In it, the writer
admitted that, assuming the revolt of April to
have been an offence (a proposition which he
evidently regarded as open to discussion), his
son had been properly punished with exile, but
he also threatened serious trouble with the
natives of the provinces unless something were
done to ameliorate the condition of the deported
mutineers.
That they deserved some mitigation of the
full penalty for their singular moderation when
the capital was at their mercy was generally
admitted. Yet their shrift was short. Enver
Bey, the darling of the Constitution, was
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